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sits surrounded by the portraits of those of whose works he
was the largest and most appreciative collector ever known.
Around him hang the portraits of Bellini, Perugino, Leonardo
da Vinci, Filippino Lippi, Michelangelo, Giorgione, Titian,
Raphael, Andrea del Sarto, Guercino, Tintoretto, Velasquez,
Rembrandt, Van Dyck, and many another of "that glorious
company." 80

During the years 1649-1660 the Commonwealth was in
power in England, and in the Pitti Gallery there is an
interesting memento of this time. When the persecution of
the Waldensian Protestants81 was at its height, Oliver Crom-
well sent a message to Pope Alexander VII that if these
cruelties were not promptly stopped he would send the
English fleet into the Tiber to exact retribution; which mes-
sage forthwith produced an order from the Pope to the Duke
of Savoy to desist. Ferdinand was so struck with admiration
of Cromwell's action that he sent a request to the latter
that he would allow his portrait to be painted for him by
Sir Peter Lely. Cromwell acquiesced, and added that he
would himself present Ferdinand with it. And in due time the
portrait of Oliver Cromwell, presented by him to Ferdinand,
and painted by Sir Peter Lely, arrived, and was place J with
Ferdinand's other pictures in the family gallery, where it
still hangs.

Ferdinand during his reign initiated various experiments
with the object of improving the agricultuial arid commercial
prospects of the country, and one of these, though it did not
produce the results hs hoped, still survives, and is of con-
siderable interest. This was his endeavour to introduce camels
into Tuscany, as being hardier and less expensive to keep
than horses. They were imported from India, and tried in
various places in Tuscany Unfortunately, however, it was
found that the climate and conditions of the country did not
suit them. Only at one place did they continue to thrive,
namely, in the Grand Ducal park at San Rossore, about